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Abstract:

There is a concern that the current development of organic agriculture threatens its ability to function as an alternative, more sustainable path for the development of agriculture. This is a problem for the organic movement to meet its original objectives of realising an alternative agriculture; for organic agriculture to function as a model and source of inspiration for mainstream agriculture; for political consumers to have alternative consumer choices; and for society to utilize organic agriculture as a tool in agricultural, environmental and rural development policies. In order to address this concern, we need to understand better what organic agriculture is and what makes it move. Various views, which refer to ideology, protest, markets, etc., have been suggested and the different perspectives all have some merit. In this paper we point out that a multidisciplinary and polyocular approach is needed to address the concern over the current development of organic agriculture, and outline some of the perspectives that need to be included in such an approach. Three perspectives are treated: organic agriculture as an autopoietic movement, a heterogeneous protest, and a market niche. The key concern of the autopoietic movement perspective is the coherence of the movement by way of a common meaningfullness, as expressed in core values, worldviews and alternative practices. Forces in focus are the re-production of guiding principles, enrollment of non-organic actors, and pressures from market forces and technological developments. The heterogeneous protest perspective shows organic agriculture as a range of diverse reactions against mainstream practices and developments. Some correspond to alternative agricultural practices whereas others protest against more general societal developments as they are expressed in modern agriculture. The key concern of the market niche perspective is the construction of alternative brands based on certification and production standards. Forces in focus are consumer preferences and perceptions, power relations in the market, and barriers to trade. Each perspective constructs its own view of what kind of object or system organic agriculture is and what its environment is, and each will focus on different kinds of driving forces in the development of organic agriculture. 

